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1. Introduction

1.1 The 1992 Education (Schools) Act set up a system of school 
inspections by the Office for Standards in Education (Ofsted). 

1.2 In January 2018 the Inspection Framework was amended.  Schools 
previously judged introduced which had full inspections for school 
previously judged requiring improvement (RI) or good or 
outstanding are reviewed remotely and either receive a short, 
Section 8 inspection or a full, Section 5 inspection.  The outcome of 
a Section 8 inspection can be: 

 the school remains good and will be re-inspected within four 
years; 

 the school is still judged to be good but needs to make specific 
improvements and will receive a Section 5 inspection within two 
years;

 the school is judged to be good with some outstanding features 
and will receive a Section 5 inspection within two years. 

1.3 There are Section 8 monitoring inspections for schools judged RI or 
inadequate.

1.4 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development continue 
to be inspected and is reported in the section on the leadership and 
management of the school. 

1.5 Below are extracts taken from all the full inspections completed 
between April 2018 and September 2018 and from any of the short 
Inspections that include comments on SMSC. 

 
2. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

2.1 Short Inspections of schools – No reporting of SMSC

 Holy Trinity CE Primary School, Cuckfield – 1 May 2018
 Langley Green Primary School - 3 May 2018
 St John the Baptist CE primary School – 10 May 2018
 Arunside Primary School – 13 May 2018
 Barnham Primary School – 17 May 2018
 Woodlands Meed – 14 June 2018
 Hilltop Primary School – 26 June 2018
 Thomas Bennett Community College - 3 July 2018
 Trafalgar Community Infant School - 3 July 2018
 Thakeham Primary School - 17 July 2018



 Lindfield Primary Academy – 11 September 2018
 The Meads Primary School – 13 September 2018

2.2 Short Inspections – SMSC reported

2.2.1 Three Bridges Primary School, 19 June 2018

Pupils across the school are warmly welcomed into a bright and 
attractive learning environment where they learn well and develop 
positive relationships with adults and each other. Pupils enjoy 
school and they say they like learning. This is reflected in their 
attendance which is improving and is broadly in line with the 
attendance of all pupils nationally. Pupils particularly value and 
enjoy the rich diversity of cultures within the school population. 
They say that all pupils are treated equally and fairly, while 
differences are celebrated. Pupils say that discrimination on any 
grounds is not tolerated. Particularly impressive is that they know 
and understand the school’s values and how these are represented 
in the daily life of the classroom. One of the parents wrote: ‘The 
school encourages my child to enjoy learning, discovery and values 
such as kindness, empathy and honesty. These are values I fully 
support.’

2.2.2 St Peter’s C Primary School, Shoreham, 7 June 2018

Parents, governors and staff value your leadership and understand 
that you know your school well. They appreciate your honesty 
about the school and know you uphold its Christian values. One 
parent said, ‘The headteacher has brought community spirit back 
after a number of years in the wilderness.’  Staff are proud to work 
at the school. They value your leadership and fully support you in 
your desire to develop the school still further.

2.2.3 Chidham Parochial Primary School, 27 June 2018

Your values underpin the school’s vision of a community where 
‘every learner will have the support and encouragement they need 
to enjoy their learning’. Staff morale is high. There is a strong 
sense of teamwork, and all the staff who completed the Ofsted 
questionnaire said that they were proud to be part of the school 
community.

2.2.4 Nyewood Junior School, 17 July 2018

The school offers a broad and rich curriculum. The variety of clubs 
and trips are highly valued by pupils and parents. Spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development is promoted particularly well and 
religious education is a strength of the school. Pupils value the 
principle of equality and gain a good understanding of different 
faiths and cultures supporting them to become well prepared for life 
in modern Britain.



2.3 Full Inspections

2.3.1 St Francis of Assisi C Primary School, 18-19 April 2018

Every pupil is seen as a unique being with his or her own skills, 
talents and beliefs. The school’s caring ethos ensures that 
fundamental British values and pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development are consistently promoted throughout the 
school. All pupils are treated equally and fairly and discrimination 
on any grounds is not tolerated.

The curriculum is very well planned to provide increasing links 
between subjects so that pupils gain a broader understanding of 
what they are learning. It often allows pupils to reflect on moral 
issues and so pupils gain a deeper understanding of the world. To 
add to pupils’ interest and enjoyment, educational visits are very 
well planned to enhance pupils’ learning. 

2.3.2 Georgian Gardens Primary School, 1-2 May 2018

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is promoted 
well through the caring ethos of the school. Almost all pupils who 
responded to the Ofsted pupil survey felt that the school 
encourages a high degree of respect and equality. Leaders are 
sensibly developing plans to further promote British values within 
the curriculum. 

2.3.3 Bramber Primary School, 9-10 May 2018

The school’s caring ethos is strong. Parents who spoke to inspectors 
were very positive about the inclusive culture and high levels of 
tolerance and respect in the school. Pupils learn about the values of 
democracy, and the need for rules and laws, in a number of ways, 
both in and out of the classroom. Additional responsibilities such as 
class councillors, house captains, playground buddies, leaders of 
learning and ‘lunchtime helpers’ encourage pupils to make a bigger 
contribution to their school.

2.3.4 Goring-By-Sea CE Primary School, 9-10 May 2018

No report on SMSC.

2.3.5 Southway Primary School, 15-16 May 2018

There are strengths in some aspects of the curriculum. For 
example, pupils carry out various practical activities, such as 
building and setting fire (in a controlled situation) to ‘volcanoes’. 
They visit the school’s woodland area, where they had a visit from 
an actor depicting Robin Hood as part of their topic on ‘Robin’s 
Recruits’. Pupils design and make models linked to their topics and 
this provides them with memorable experiences that add to their 



enjoyment of school. These activities help to promote their spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development effectively.

2.3.6 Pound Hill Junior School, 24-25 May 2018

The school prepares pupils well for life in modern Britain. Pupils 
learn to respect and value cultural diversity. They know about the 
major festivals of the different world religions. Social and moral 
development is effective. Parents report how pleased they are with 
the range of trips and extra-curricular activities. One said, ‘The trips 
and extra-curricular activities add so much value to my child’s 
experiences.’

2.3.7 St Andrew’s CE High School for Boys, 5-6 June 2018

Leaders have ensured that pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development is promoted well throughout the school.

Pupils experience a broad range of spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural opportunities.  Their spiritual needs are catered for well, for 
example through pupils having access to the prayer room. The 
school makes appropriate adjustments to meet the needs of pupils 
from all faiths. For example, helpful support is provided for pupils 
who are fasting during Ramadan and tutor periods begin with a 
prayer leading to effective discussions. Pupils are challenged in their 
thinking to explore complex social and moral issues such as 
abortion, gun violence and genocide.

2.3.8 St Andrew’s CE Primary School, Nuthurst, 13-14 June 2018

Leaders and governors are justly proud of the progress made in 
developing pupils’ awareness of British values since the previous 
inspection. Pupils demonstrate a perceptive understanding of what 
it means to be British. For example, during the inspection, pupils in 
key stage 2 explained democracy as ‘having your say when 
decisions are made’, individual liberty as ‘having your own opinions 
and not being forced to believe something’ and British values as 
‘having just the right amount of freedom’.

2.3.9 Heene CE Primary School, 10-11 July 2018

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is promoted 
well. Pupils are keen to help one another, and strong relationships 
throughout the school build trust and confidence. Leaders have built 
a caring community based on Christian values. This inclusive school 
prepares pupils well for life in modern Britain.

2.3.10 St Margaret’s CofE Primary School, Ifield, 19-20 July 2018
Pupils have a good understanding of British values. They learn 
about the importance of showing tolerance and respect to others. 
Pupils can talk knowledgeably about the importance of the 
democratic processes and the rule of law. The school promotes 
pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development well.



2.3.11 Orchards Junior School, 11-12 September 2018

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is thoughtfully 
woven into the curriculum, and is very effective. Pupils are 
prepared well for life in modern Britain.

Pupils learn about democracy as junior governors, and about 
different faiths, for example when studying the origin and beliefs of 
Hinduism and the importance of pilgrimage in Christianity. The 
curriculum and assemblies provide routine opportunities for pupils 
to reflect, listen to the views of others and share their differences. 
Consequently, the school prepares pupils well for life in modern 
Britain, and spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is very 
effective. As one parent commented: ‘The children really do 
sparkle!’ 

2.3.12 Milton Mount Primary School, 11-12 September 2018

Beyond their formal learning, pupils are prepared well for life in 
modern Britain. A clear and recognised focus on rights and respect 
encourages pupils to develop their spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural understanding. The success of this approach is evident in 
pupils’ considerate interactions and in their thoughtful consideration 
of topics in assemblies and displays around the school. 

2.3.13 Bohunt School Worthing, 19-20 September 2018

Teachers ensure that pupils use information technology very 
effectively. In most subjects, pupils seamlessly use their electronic 
devices to complete multi-media tasks. As a result, pupils are 
enthusiastic in their learning and they make strong progress. For 
example, in religious education, pupils accessed rich source 
material online. This allowed them to use examples in their 
discussions about moral issues.
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education is thoroughly 
embedded throughout the curriculum. Pupils appreciate the 
importance of equality and tolerance. They also have a deep 
understanding of a range of complex and sensitive topics. For 
example, pupils in religious education discussed ‘when a life 
becomes a life’. This enabled them to reflect on each other’s views 
and reach their own informed conclusions. Consequently, pupils are 
very well prepared for life in modern Britain.

2.3.14 Bury CE Primary School, 2-3 October 2018

The curriculum provides well for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. Pupils’ rich and varied diet includes 
assemblies and lessons about different faiths. They also learn about 
and discuss topical news events. The whole community is 
particularly keen on environmental issues and leaders have taken 
steps to keep the school free from unnecessary plastic. The school’s 
Christian values support pupils’ learning about fundamental British 
values. Pupils are well prepared for life in modern Britain.



Ofsted Guidance - Defining spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development

The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their: 

 ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or 
otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their interest in 
and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values. 

 sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, 
others and the world around them

 use of imagination and creativity in their learning
 willingness to reflect on their experiences.

The moral development of pupils is shown by their:

 ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong, readily 
apply this understanding in their own lives and, in so doing, respect 
the civil and criminal law of England. 

 understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions
 interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral 
and ethical issues, and being able to understand and appreciate the 
viewpoints of others on these issues.

The social development of pupils is shown by their:

 use of a range of social skills in different contexts, including working 
and socialising with pupils from different religious, ethnic and socio-
economic backgrounds.

 willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social 
settings, including by volunteering, cooperating well with others and 
being able to resolve conflicts effectively

 acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect 
and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; the pupils 
develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to 
participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain.

The cultural development of pupils is shown by their: 

 understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural 
influences that have shaped their own heritage and that of others 

 understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures 
within school and further afield as an essential element of their 
preparation for life in modern Britain 

 knowledge of Britain's democratic parliamentary system and its 
central role in shaping our history and values, and in continuing to 
develop Britain 

 willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, 
sporting and cultural opportunities 

 interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing 
respect for different faiths and cultural diversity, and the extent to 
which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as 
shown by their tolerance and attitudes towards different religious, 
ethnic and socio-economic groups.


